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Etched In Stone... 


Business first as always: 

© Preparations are underway for our Twelfth Annual Convention: The 
Gathering of the Gargoyles, June 27-30, 2008 in Chicago, Illinois. 
Guests include myself, Thom Adcox (voice of Lexington) and Keith 
David (voice of Goliath), who will also be performing his nightclub act. 
And let me tell you something: Keith can sing! Tickets are available 
now. Check out www.gatheringofthegargoyles.com. 

© Stop by Ask Greg (www.s8.org/gargoyles/askgreg), where | answer 
questions about Gargoyles and about the industry, including my cur- 
Tent gig as Supervising Producer of the new animated series The 
Spectacular Spider-Man, premiering in 2008. You can post comments 
and questions about the Gargoyles comic book there as well — and 
maybe see them reprinted right here at Etched in Stone! 

© Gargoyles, Season One and Gargoyles, Season Two, Volume One are 
both currently available on DVD. Due to so-so sales, Buena Vista Home 
Entertainment (i.e. Disney) has not yet scheduled Season Two, Volume 
Two. (There are links to purchase both DVD sets from Amazon at ASK 
GREG, and note: | don’t make a cent off ‘em.) Whether you've bought 
them yet or not, please help us SPREAD THE WORD! 

By now, we hope you've picked up our first trade paperback — Clan- 
Building, Volume One — collecting issues #1-6 of our saga, with a new 
foreword by ElfQuest creator Wendy Pini. For further updates, alerts 
and alarms, check out Ask Greg or www.slgcomic.com. 


Now, a few comments on issue #7 (“Clan-Building, Chapter Seven: The 
Rock”). [Note: I've edited for space and done some minor proofing.] 


Phil writes... 

..-When | first read the story, | didn’t get the point of not telling 
it chronologically. | enjoyed the issue and thought it might be the 
best one yet, but the structure was distracting and kept me from fully 
getting into it. However, having faith in your skills, | analyzed the 
issue and have come to the conclusion that you're a creative genius. 
Basically, the story is told in order, not chronologically, but logically, 
revealing to the readers what they need to know as they need to know 
it, and not before... 

The first few pages serve two purposes: 1) to warn us right up front 
about the structure of the story, and 2) to hook us like a barbed fish- 
ing hook. By the end of page two we can’t put the book down even if 
we wanted to. But by the end of page three, | was starting to wonder 
how this all fits together. What does Jacob’s stone have to do with 
anything? Macbeth answers on the next page. “It's called the Stone of 
Destiny.” 

Page four begins the meat of the story. Macbeth asks the gargoyles 
to help protect the Stone. There’s a one-panel flashback to illustrate 
his connection to the Stone. There's a break in the story for travel 
time, so page seven introduces the villain of the story. Xanatos is 
aware of what's going on, but he’s unconcerned. We see that he’s in 
London with his family. And speaking of family... 

Gathelus and Scota are introduced and the back-story of the Stone 
progresses. By the end of the page, Scota is obviously pregnant. And 
speaking of pregnant... 

Page nine advances some (not just one, but several) subplots from 
previous stories. Dr. Sato’s presence emphasizes that the mutates are 
creatures of biology, and not magic. And speaking of biology... 

The main story continues. We're reminded that gargoyles are bio- 
logical creatures; they suffer from jetlag. Macbeth says there are ten 


days until the Stone is moved, which prompts a flashback to Gathelus 
and Scota moving the Stone. Then ten days later, Hudson and Lex are 
on the job. By this time we're wondering, where are the others? Page 
thirteen gives us an answer while advancing another subplot and set- 
ting up future Clan-Building. 

Back to the main story again on page fourteen. Although every- 
thing looks secure, Macbeth’s not so confident, and we see another 
one-panel flashback to illustrate why and to reinforce his connection 
to the Stone. There’s another break in the action of the main story, so 
it's a good time for Shari to take up another page and provide more 
back-story. But after that we're back to London. Hudson asks, “Who 
exactly are we expecting?” And the answer is given. The villain part of 
the story is filled in with Xanatos, Coyote, and Coldsteel. At this point, 
some newbies might ask, who is this “Coldsteel”? Shari is right there 
to answer on the next page and at the same time set Up some more 
future Clan-Building. “It’s really a timeless love story...” 

Which leads right into Goliath and Elisa. They've got a beautiful 
scene, and since Elisa doesn’t vocalize everything that's in her heart 
we're treated fo a flashback of a happily expectant couple to say what 
she left unsaid. He and Elisa give in to true love, but... Sometimes true 
love ends in tragedy. Gathelus dies, and Scota’s life crumbles. Her sons 
carry on. 

That almost wraps up the story. The only thing left is to return to 
Macbeth and the main plot to set up the cliffhanger that will bring us 
all back in two months. Make that “cliffhangers, plural,” since Mac- 
beth and Arthur would have been cliffhanger enough. But you double 
the suspense by bringing in the London Clan, too. Plus there are the 
teases back on page two that leave us anticipating more. 

The non-linear structure is fascinating to me. Although everything 
seems to jump around randomly, each panel and page logically con- 
nects to the ones around it in thought or theme, if not chronology. 
That's not to say I’d want every issue to be like this; it takes a lot 
of thought and study to understand it all. But as an experimental or 
occasional format, there’s a lot to like. .. 


Greg responds... 

That's not to say I'd want every issue to be like this; it takes a lot 
of thought and study to WRITE it all. Anyway, | love your analysis, 
because among other things... YOU GOT IT! All that thought, study, 
time, hair pulling and packages of index cards feel worth it now. 


Next issue: Xanatos makes his final play for the Rock — in broad 
daylight when the gargoyles sleep as stone! But will the Illuminati be 
pleased with the end result? And what's this obsession over Fox's new 
shoes? Get the final pieces of our temporal puzzle in “CLAN-BUILD- 
ING, Chapter 9: Rock Of Ages.” 


AND... In GARGOYLES: BAD GUYS #2, the Japanese gargoyle Yama 
is banished from Clan Ishimura until such time as his lost honor can 
be restored. Truly alone for the first time in his long life, he becomes 
a target of the Hunter, a human who has spent her life training to 
destroy the gargoyle race. So when Hunter and her new teammates, 
Dingo & Matrix, catch up to him, Yama is offered no mercy — and a 
job?! It’s “Redemption, Chapter 2: The Lost.” 


Sleep well, 


Greg Weisman 
February 2008 


Are You of the Clan? 


lew canon stories written by the creator of GARGOYLES, published by SLb 


eres GARGOYLES 
Gigi Volume One: Clan-Huilding 


Written by Gargoyles creator Greg Weisman and 
illustrated by David Hedgecock, Nir Paniry, Karine 
Charlebois and Gordon Purcell and cover art by 
Greg Guler and Stephanie Lostimolo, this 
full-color trade paperback is the first new 
Gargoyles material in ten years, the story of the 
clan continued—as its creator envisioned. 
Available now! 


ISBN 978-1-$9362-096-7 - $19.95 


GARGOYLES: Bad Guys 


Five of the toughest villains in the Gargoyles 
Universe: Hunter. Dingo, Matrix, Yama and Fang. 
Take this quintet of felons and force them to work 
on the side of the angels. It may be hard to believe, 
but these Bad Guys are the best hope we've got! 
Written by Greg Weisman, with art by Karine 
Charlebois. Covers are by original Gargoyles lead 
character designer Greg Guler. Bad Guys:Time to 
fight fire with fire. 


Issues one and two of six available now! 
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